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far as is consistent with the constitution and liberties of the
nation.

All these considerations put together have, I confess,
wholly taken off my first surprise; and the same considerations
make me hope, that all true friends to the king, and to the
public happiness, (which now depends entirely upon the firm
establishment of the present Royal family,) will not let their
general suspicion, or their particular bias, have such power
over them, as to move them to join with their own enemies,
ia a point, in which, if they should, by any unforeseen acci-
dent, have success, I am confident, they would very heartily,
as well as fruitlessly, repent of their own proceedings. When
persons who have always shown themselves enemies to liberty,
and professors of the principles of slavery; who have ever
expressed a hatred of the revolution, and of everything built
upon it; and have ever been the supports of the Popish and
.3 acobite interest in these nations : when such, I say, put on
a zeal for liberty, it is a moral demonstration that it is all a
mock show ; and that they themselves think quite otherwise
of what they oppose, than they would seem to think. If it
were really their opinion, that the alteration now proposed,
would either help the cause which they have espoused, or be
_any; prejudice to a government which they hate, I am very
confident, they would not enter into the opposition of it,
with that warmth and heat which they now profess. But
they foresee that their hopes must in proportion abate, with
those heats and disturbances which alone keep them alive;
ancl for this reason it is, that they now take into their mouths
the words and topics which they have ever hitherto ridiculed
and exploded in order to keep off the thing which they
heartily hate, the settlement of the present government in
peace and quiet at home, and in honour and glory abroad.

And this is one very good reason why all who truly wish
well to that settlement, should unite in the alteration of that
which is the chief, if not the only, thing left to keep up the
spirits and designs of its enemies. But if, when it is in our
power to put some stop to our present corruptions and dis-
tractions, and to establish the glory of our king and the
happiness of our country, in a method perfectly consistent
with all our rights and liberties, we are guided by the insinu-
ations of those who hate us, and refuse to do it, we must